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Record of Conversation between Mikhail Gorbachev
and James Baker: February 9, 1990

Baker: If that happens, our troops will return home. We will leave any country that does
not desire our presence. The American people have always had a strong position favoring this.
However, if the current West German leadership is at the head of a unified Germany then they
have said to us they will be against our withdrawal.

And the last point. NATO is the mechanism for securing the U.S. presence in Europe. If
NATO is liquidated, there will be no such mechanism in Europe. We understand that not only for
the Soviet Union but for other European countries as well it is important to have guarantees that
if the United States keeps its presence in Germany within the framework of NATO, not an inch
of NATO'’s present military jurisdiction will spread in an eastern direction.

We believe that consultations and discussions within the framework of the “two + four”
mechanism should guarantee that Germany’s untfication will not lead to NATO’s military
organization spreading to the east.
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